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1 F: BNF fr. 1116, ff. 48r.21-49r.18.
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F 108 Ci deuise d’un chastel de Cayafu. (KFIXT R EDHEALY)
Et quant I’en se parte de Pianfu et il ala por ponent deus iornee,
adonc treuue I’en un biaus castel qui & apelles CacianfulCaiciul,
le quel fist faire iadis un rois que fu apelles le roi d’Or. Et en
ceste chastiaus ha un mout biaus paleis, en quel a une grandisme
sale, la ou il sunt portaite a mout belles pointures tout les rois
de celes prouences que furent ansienemant; et ce € mout belle
uiste a uoire. Et tout ce auoient fait fer les rois que en cel
roiumes woee auoint reingnes. Et de cest ro1 d’Or uo¢ conterai une
bielle nouelle que fu entre lui et le Prestre Iohan, selonc ce
gueles iens de celles contree dient.

I1 fui uwoir, selonc que celles iens dient, que ceste roi d’Or auoit
ghere con le Prestre Ioan, et estoit en si fort leu que le Prestre
Iohan ne le pooit alie[alle] soure ne nuire. Il en auoit grant ire.
Et .vii. vales do Prestre Iohan il[li] distrent que il aporteront
tout uif le roi d’Or. Et le Prestre Ioan dist elz qu’il le uelt
uoluntier et qu’il en saura lor buen gree se il ce font. Et quant
le .vii. ualz ont eu le conie dou Prestre Iohan, il se partirent tuit
ensenble [a] conpagnie d’escuiers et s’en alent a cest roi d’Or, et
li distrent qu’il estoient uenu por luj seruir. Le roi dist elz qu’il
soient li tres bien uenus et qu’il fira elz honor et plaisir.

En tiel maniere com uo¢ aues hoi, se mistrent les .viii. ualec¢ dou
Prestre Iohan a seruir le loi d’Or. Et quant il hi furent demores
entor deus anz, il estoient mout ames dou roi por lor bien seruir.
Et que uos en diroie [?] Le roi se fioit d’elz ausint com celse] il
tuit et .viii. fuissent sec filz.

Or hoires que cesti mauueis ualles font. Et ce auint por ce que
nulz se puet garder dou traitor et desloiaus. Il fui uoir que ceste
roi d’Or s’ala desduiant con pou de iens et hi estoient cesti
maueis .xiii. ualles. Et quant il ont pases un flum que & longn do
palais que ie uos ai contes un mil, les .xiii. uales, que uirent que
le rois ne auoit conpagnie que contr’aus le peussent defendre,
adonc distrent qu’il pooient faire ce por coi il estoient uenus.
Adonc mistrent main a 1’espee et distrent au rois: Ou il alera

auecch’elz ou il le metrout a mort. Le roi, quant il uoit ce, il en a
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grant meruoille et dist elz: Et commant, biaus filg, et que ¢ ce
que uo¢ dites et ou uoles uo¢ que ie ueingne [?]>. <Uo¢ ueindres,

font il, dusque a nostre seingnor le Prestre Iohan>, font il.

F109 Comant le Prestre Ioan sist prandre le roi d’Or.

Et quant le roi entent ce, il a si grant ire que poi se faut qu’il ne
muert de duel. Et dit elz: <Ai merce, biaus filz, or ne uog¢ ai ie
honore¢ ase¢ e<n> mon ostiaus? Et uo¢ mes uoles metre en les
mains de mes ennemis. Certes, se uo¢ ce faites, uos fires grant
maus et grant desloiautes>. Celz distrent que il conuent qu'e[l]
ensi soit. Et adonc le moinent au Prestre Iohan. Et quant Prestre
Iohan le uit, il en a grant ioie. Il li dit qu’il soit le maus uenu.
Celui ne respont ne ne set que doie dire. Adonc comande le Prestre
Iohan que cest roi d’Or soit mene dehors et qu’il le feisent garder
bestes. Et adonc fu mis le roi d’Or a garder bestes; et ce li fasoit faire
le Prestre Iohan por despit lui et por desprisier et monstrer qu’il
estoit noiant.

Et quant il ot garde les bestes deus anz, il le sen ait uenir deuant, le
Prestre Iohan, et li fait doner riches uestimens et li fait honor. Et
puis li dit: <Sire roi, or pues tu bien ueoir que tu ne estoies
homes de pooir gueroier con moi>. <Certes, biaus sire, respont le
roi, ce conois ie bien et quenoisoie toutes uoies que n’estoit
home que peust contraster a uo¢>. <Et quant tu ce ai dit, dit le
Prestre Iohan, ie ne te demant plus roislren]; desormes te ferai
seruis et honor>. Adonc le Prestre Iohan fait doner cheuaus et
arnois au roi d’Or et li done mout belle compagnie et le laise aler. Et
cestui se part et torne a son rengne. Et de cel hore en auant fu ses
amis et servior.

Or laison de ceste matiere et uo¢ conteron d’autre matiere.
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F 108 Here he tells of a castle of Caiciu.

And when one sets out from Pianfu and he goes by sunsetting
two days marches then one finds a beautiful castle which is
called Caiciu, which a king who was called the King of Gold
once made them make. And in this castle is a very beautiful
palace in which is a very large hall where all the kings of that
province, who were in old time, are portrayed in very beautiful
paintings, and it is a very beautiful sight to see. And the kings
who had reigned in that kingdom [of which I have told youl,
had had all this done. And of this king of Gold I shall tell you
a pretty story which was between him and the Prester Johan,

according to that which the people of that country say.
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It was true, according as those people say, that this King of
Gold had war with the Prester Johan, and was in so strong a
place that the Prester Johan could not overcome nor hurt him.
He had great wrath because of it. And seven servants of the
Prester Johan told him that they will bring the King of Gold all
alive. And the Prester Johan told them that he is very willing
and that he will be very thankful to them if they do this.

And when the seven servants have taken leave of the Prester
Iohan, they set out all together [in al company of esquires and
went off to this King of Gold. And they told him that they were
come to serve him. The King told them that they were very
welcome to him and that he will do them honour and pleasure.
In such way as you have heard the seven servants of the
Prester Iohan set themselves to serve the King of Gold. And
when they had stayed there about two years, they were much
loved by the king for their good service. And what shall I tell
you about it? The king trusted himself with them just as if they
were all and eight his sons. Now you shall hear what these
wicked servants do; and it happened because none can guard
himself against the treacherous and disloyal. It was true that
the the King of Gold went enjoying himself with a few people,
and there were these wicked thirteen servants. And when they
have passed a river which is a mile distant from the palace of
which I have told you, the thirteen servants, who saw that the
king had no company who could defend him against them, then
said that they could do that for which they were come. Then
they laid hand to sword and said to the king, either he will go
with them or they will put him to death. When the king saw it
he had great wonder at it and said to them, And how now, fair
sons, and what is it that you say, and where do you wish me to
come? You shall come, say they, to our master the Prester

Johan, say they.

F109 How the Prester Johan made them take the King of
Gold.
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And when the King hear this, he has so great wrath that it
wants but little he does not die of grief, and he says to them;
have mercy, fair sons. Now have I not honoured you enough in
my lodging? Yet you wish to put me into the hands of my
enemies. If you do this you will surely do great evil and great
disloyalty. They said that it must be so. And then they take
him to the Prester Johan. And when the Prester Johan sees him
he has great joy at it. He tells him that he is ill come. He does
not answer nor know what he ought to say about it. Then the
Prester Johan commands that this King of Gold be taken
outside and that they made him watch flocks. And then the
King of Gold was set to watch flocks. And the Prester Johan
made them do this to him for despite of him and to insult and to
show that he was nothing.

And when he had watched the flocks for two years, he is made
to come before the Prester Johan. And he has rich robes given
him and does him honour. And then he says to him, Lord King,
thou canst now see well that thou wast not a man of power to
war with me. Certainly, fair Sir, answers the King, I know it
well and I always know that there was not a man who could
contest with you. And since thou hast said this, says the
Prester Johan, I ask nothing more of thee, king. In future I
shall do thee service and honour. Then the Prester Johan has
horses and harness given to the King of Gold and gives him a
very fine company and let him go. And he sets out and goes
back to his realm, and from that hour forward was his friends
and his vassal.

Now let us leave this matter & we shall tell you of another

matter.
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Capitolo 31 Di Taigin castello. (KFEF FEDEAKZY,)

Partendosi da Pianfu, andando verso ponente, si truova un grande
e bel castello nominato Thaigin, qual dicesi aver edificato
anticamente un re chiamato Dor. In questo castello € un bellissimo
e spazioso palagio, nel quale € una sala grande dove sono dipinti
tutti i re famosi che furono anticamente in quelle parti, il che &
bellissima cosa da vedere. E di questo re nominato Dor diremo una
cosa nuova che gl'intravenne. Era costui potente e gran
signore, e mentre stava nella terra non erano al servizio
della persona sua altri che bellissime giovanette, delle quali
teneva in corte gran moltitudine. Quando egli andava a
spasso per il castello sopra una carretta, le donzelle la
menavano (e conducevasi leggiermente, per esser picciola),
e facevano tutte le cose ch'erano a commodo e in piacere del
detto re. E dimostrava egli la potenzia sua nel suo governo,

e si portava molto nobilmente e giustamente.

Era quel castello fortissimo oltre modo, e come referiscono le

genti di quelle contrade, questo re Dor era sottoposto ad
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Uncan, ch'eé quel che di sopra abbiam detto chiamarsi Prete
Gianni, e per la sua arroganza e alterezza si ribello a quello.
La qual cosa intesa da Umcan, non potendo andarli contra né
offenderlo, per esser in luogo fortissimo, si doleva grandemente.
Dopo certo tempo sette cavallieri suoi vassalli I'andarono a
trovar, dicendoli che |li bastava I'animo di condurli vivo il re Dor;
qual li promise grandissime ricchezze. Costoro partiti andorno
a trovar il re Dor, fingendo di venir di lontani paesi, e alli
servizii suoi s'acconciarono, dove cosi bene e diligentemente lo
servivano che 'l re Dor gli amava e avea carissimi, e voleva
sempre che quando egli andava alla caccia |li fossero
appresso. Questi cavallieri un giorno, essendo fuori il re e avendo
passato un fiume, e lasciato il resto della compagnia dall'altra
banda, vedendosi soli in luogo opportuno a fare il suo disegno,
cavate fuori le spade furono intorno al re Dor e per forza lo
condussero alla volta di Umcan, ch'alcun de' suoi non lo poté
mai aiutare. Dove giunto, per ordine di quello, vestito di panni
vili, fu posto al governo dell'armento del signore, per volerlo
dispregiare e abbassare; e quivi stette in gran miseria per due
anni, con grandissima guardia, ch'egli non poteva fuggire.
Alla fine Umcan lo fece condurre alla sua presenza, tutto pieno
di paura e timore, pensando che lo volesse far morire; ma
Umcan, fattagli un'aspra e terribile ammonizione che mai piu
per superbia e arroganza non volesse levarsi dall'obedienza
sua, li perdono e fece vestirlo di vestimenti regali, e con
onorevole compagnia lo mando al suo regno; qual d'indi innanzi fu
sempre obediente e amico ad Umcan. E questo @€ quanto mi fu

referito di questo re Dor. (ww2.bibliotecaitaliana.it)
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