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© Odorico da Pordenone, Relatio de mirabilibus orientalium Tatarorum, pp. 208, 314.

O o) AL GLEE— » uIEZHN0, # 1667-1668 H.

O SR QR BT R LLAEATRE ), (£490) 2017 55 2 1, 45 73-81 Ui,
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@ Qdorico da Pordenone, Relatio de mirabilibus orientalium Tatarorum, p. 314.
O e (FEE T ARIERD, B 87 T
B. Odoricus de Portu Naonis, “Relatio,” A. van den Wyngaert O.F.M. ed., Sinica Franciscana, vol. 1, Quaracchi
— Firenze, 1929, pp. 413-495, p. 480 [XXIX 2].
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e AbECRE AL, 1985 47, 56 359-367 L.
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© Sharon Kinoshita trans., Marco Polo, The description of the world, p. 78. A. C. Moule & Paul Pelliot, Marco
Polo: Description of the World, vol. 1,p. 221. H W, Z% [ K E RN FF &I <5
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® Thomas T. Allsen, Commodity and Exchange in the Mongol Empire: A Cultural History of Islamic Textiles,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

@ Qdorico da Pordenone, Relatio de mirabilibus orientalium Tatarorum, pp. 210-211. JRSNFET 3L, ZE#HIN
P, 2 14 LI RYNEI A Libro delle nuove e strane e meravigliose cose. Volgarizzamento italiano
del secolo X1V dell Itinerarium di Odorico da Pordenone, ed. by A. Andreose, Padova: Centro Studi
Antoniani, 2000, p. 171.

© Alvise Andreose and Philippe Ménard, Le Voyage en Asie d’Odoric de Pordenone, pp. 54-55.
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The Yuan Court Festivals Recorded by European Travelers
Ma Xiaolin
(School of History & Research Center for the Song-Yuan History,
Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: Among European travelers on the Silk Road during the 13th and 14th centuries, Marco
Polo (1254-1324) and Odorico da Pordenone (ca. 1280-1331) provided particularly detailed
descriptions of China. The historical value of these materials has been noted both Chinese and
overseas scholars. Drawing on the new philological achievements of European academia on the
studies of original texts in Latin, Italian, and French helps transcend the limits of using second-hand
translations by previous scholars. Meanwhile, textual criticism of the Chinese historical documents
by making reference to their recent translations in English and Japanese promotes research on the
history of Yuan China and Sino-foreign relations. The considerable accounts of the Yuan imperial
festivals by Marco Polo’s Devisement dou Monde and Odorico’s Relatio, constitute the core texts
for contemporary travelers to construct the image of China.

The two festivals recorded by Marco Polo and the four festivals recorded by Odorico da
Pordenone can all be explained in the context of the historical realities in the two specific phases
of the Yuan Dynasty. Marco Polo mentioned two festivals, one for the New Year and the other for
the birthday of the Great Khan. Among the ten rituals recorded in the Yuanshi (History of the Yuan
Dynasty), the first two are consistent with the accounts of Marco Polo. At the beginning of 1284,
Qubilai held another ceremony in Dadu, but Marco Polo did not mention it, which confirms the
fact that he had left Dadu for Yangzhou at that time. The other seven rituals were never held during
Marco Polo’s stay in China. Among the four festivals recorded by Odorico da Pordenone, the first
two are the same as those of Marco Polo, and for the other two unnamed by Odorico, in the
historical context of the reign of Emperor Taiding (1324-1328), the options could be the crown
prince’s birthday, the parade in the imperial city, or the welcoming ceremony on the occasion of
the imperial parade returning to Dadu. In the Yuan Dynasty, the imperial parades between the two
capitals and imperial huntings in the spring and autumn were institutionally implemented. The
welcoming ceremonies when the imperial parade returned to Dadu each year actually became a
festival. The details of the imperial guards, itinerary, and etiquette described by Marco Polo and
Odorico da Pordenone are all confirmed by Chinese historical documents. Odorico da Pordenone’s
recounting of the anecdote that he and the Franciscans met the Great Khan took place right in the
welcoming ceremony when the emperor arrived in Dadu from Shangdu.

After textual criticism, Odorico’s three-color costumes (de viride, de sanguineo, de croceo) in

the court festival are in line with the green, scarlet and purple official costumes of the Yuan Dynasty.
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Marco Polo and Odorico also provided rich and credible details on the court banquet, the
procedure for courtiers to present gifts, and the ceremonial deacons, etc.

Corroboration of various Chinese and Western literatures can prove the authenticity and
importance of the historical materials left by Marco Polo and Odorico. Many previously unresolved
issues can be explained by the solid evidence of linguistic research and historical backgrounds. A
specific ceremony can associate a traveler with specific time and place, which provides clues for
Marco Polo and Odorico’s trackway in China. The travelogues of Marco Polo and Odorico da
Pordenone actively promoted the images of Yuan China in the late Middle Ages and the
Renaissance.

Key words: Sino-Western cultural exchanges; the Yuan Dynasty; travelogue; medieval.
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