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F146

Ci dit de la cite de Saianfu.

Saianfu est une cite ! et noble que bien a sout sa seingnorie .xii. cite et grant et riches. 11
hi se fait grant mercandies et grant ars. Il sunt ydres et ont monoie de carte et funt
ardoir lor cors mors. Il sunt au grant kan. Il ont soie asez e font dras d’ore et 2 de maintes
faisonz. Il ont ueneionz et chacaiong asez. Elle a toutes les nobles couses que a noble cite
conuent.

Et si uog di tout uoiremant que ceste cite se tient .iii. anz de puis que toute le Mangi fu
rendu. Et de3 toutes foies li estoit grant host dou grant chan souure, mes ne i poit
demorer for que de le ut les, et ce estoit uer traimontaine, car de toutes les autres parties
hi estoit grant lac e porfond. Et le host dou grant kan ne la poit aseier que de celle part
de traimontaine. Et il auoient por toutes les autres pars uiandes asez. Et ce auoient por
I'eiue. Et si uos di que iames ne I’ aise® eue, se ne fust une cousse que ie uos
dirai.

Or sachies quant les host dou grant kaan fu demores a le seie de cest cite .i1i. anz et il ne
la pooient auoir, il en auoient grant ire. Et adonc meiser Nicolau et meser Mafeu
et mesier Marc distrent: nos uos troueron uoie por coi la uille se rendra
maintenant. Et celzde I’ ost distrent que ce uolent il uoluntier. Et toutes cestes
paroules furent deuant le grant kan, car les mesaies de celz de I’ ost estoient
uenus por dir au grant sire comant il ne poient auoir la cite por aseie et que la uiande
auoient por tel pars qu’ il ne la poient tenir. Le grant sire dist: il conuient que il se
face en tel mainere que cel cite soit prise. Adonc distrent .ii. freres et lor filz meser
Marc: grant sire, nos auon aueche nos en nostre mesnie homes que firont tielz
mangan que giteront si grant pieres que celes de la cite ne poront sofrir, mes
se renderont maintenant, puis que le mangan, ce est trebuche, aure® laiens gitee. Le gran
sire dit a meser Nicholau et a son frere et a son filz que ce uoloit il mout uoluntier, et
dist que il feissent fere cel mangan au plus tost qu’il poront. Adonc mesere Nicolau e seg
freres e son filz, que auoient en lor masnee un alamainz et un cristien nestorin que
bon mestre estoient de ce faire, lor distrent que il feissent .ii. mangan ou trois que
gitassent pieres de .ccc. liures; e cesti e cesti” .ii. en firent .iii. biaus mangan.

Et quant il furent fait, le grant sire les fait aporter dusque a se¢ host que a 'asie de la
cite de Saianfu estoient e que ne la poient auoir. Et quant les trabuc furent uenus
a I’ ost, il les font driger. Et as tartarg senbloie la greingnor meruoille dou
monde. E que uog en diroie? Quant les trabuc furent dreces e tandu, adonc iete le un

une pieres dedenz la uille. La pieres feri es maisons e ronpi e gaste toutes couses e fist



grant remor et grant temoured. Et quant les homes de la cite uirent ceste male
auenture, que iames ne I’ auoient ueue, il en furent si eitais? et si espuentes
que il ne seuent que il deusent dir ne fer. Il furent a consoil ensemble e ne
seuent prendre consoil comant il de ceste treubuc poisent escanper. Il distrent
qu’ il sunt touit mors, se il ne se rendent. Et adonc pristent consoil quil se
renderont en toites mainieres. Et atant mandent au seingnor de l'ost qu’il se uolent
rendre en la maineres que auoient faiti les autres cites de la prouence, e qu’ il uoloient
estre sout la seingnorie dou grant kan. Et le sire de 'oste dist que ce uoloit il bien.
Et adonc les receui. E cele de la cite se renderent. E cel auent por la bonte de meser
Nicolao e meser Mafeo e mesere Marc. E ce ne foi pas peitete cousse. Car
sachies que ceste cite e sa prouence est bien une des meior que aie le grant
kan. Car il en a grant rende e grant profit.

Or uos ai contes de ceste cite, comant ille'® se rendi por les trebuche que fist
faire meser Nicolau e meser Mafeu et meser Marc. Or no¢ en lairon de ceste

matiere et uos conteron d’ une cite que est apelle Singiu.
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F146 Here it speaks of the city of Saianfu.

Saianfu is a [great] and noble city, which has well under her rule 12 cities, great and rich.
They do great trade and great arts. They are idolaters and have money of paper and make
their dead bodies burnt. They are subject to the great Kan. They have silks much and
make clothes of gold and [silk] of many sorts. They have hunting and chase enough. It
has all the noble things which are convenient to the noble city.

And I tell you quite truly that this city held oneself for three years after all Mangy was
surrendered. And at all times there was a great army of the great Kaan above it, but it is

not able to stay there except on the one side, and that was towards tramontaine; for on
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all the other sides there was a great lake and deep. And the army of the great Kaan can
only besiege it on that side of tramontaine. And they had provisions enough by all the
other sides, and they had this by water. And thus I tell you that he never would
have had it if there had not been a thing which I shall tell you.

Now you may know that when the army of the great Kaan had stayed at the siege of this
city three years and they could not take it, they were greatly enraged thereat. And
then Master Nicolau and Master Mafeu and Master Marc said, We will find
you a way by which the town will surrender itself immediately. And those
from the army said that they wish it with a will. And all these words were
before the great Kaan, for the messengers of those from the army were
come to say to the great lord how they could not have the city by siege, and that they had
provision from a quarter such that they could not hold it. The great lord said, It must
be done in such a way that that city may be taken.

Then the two brothers and their son Master Marc said, Great lord, we have with
us in our household men who will make such mangonels as shall throw so
great stones that those of the city will not able endure but will give themselves
up immediately when the mangonel, that is the trebuchet, shall have thrown in there. The
great lord said to Master Nicolau and to his brother and to his son that he wished it
very willingly and said that they should have that mangonel made as soon as they could.
Then Master Nicolau and his brother & his son, who had in their household an
Alamainz and a Nestorian Christian, who were good masters of this work, told
them that they should make two mangonels or three which should throw stones of three
hundred pounds.

And these two made three of them, fine mangonels. And when they were made, the
great lord had them carried to his armies which were at the siege of the city of Saianfu,
and which could not take it. And when the trebuchets were come to the army
they have them set up, and they seemed to the Tartars the greatest wonder
of the world. And what shall I tell you about it? When the trebuchets were set
up and drown, then one throws a stone into the town. The stone struck into the houses
and broke and ruins everything, & made great noise and great tumult.

And when the men of the city saw this misfortune which they had never seen,
they were so much dismayed at it and so much alarmed that they did not
know what they ought to say nor do. They were in counsel together, and did not
know how to take counsel how they could escape from these trebuchets.
They said that they are all dead if they do not give themselves up. And then

they took counsel that they will surrender themselves by all means; and then they send

10



to the master of the army, that they wish to give themselves up in the way that the other
cities of the province had done, and that they were willing to be under the rule
of the great Kaan. And the lord of the army said that he was quite willing
for this. And then he received them, and those of the city gave themselves up.
And that happened by the grace of Master Nicolau and Master Mafeu and
Master Marc. And it was not a small thing, for you may know that this city
and its province is quite one of the best which the great Kaan has. For he
has from it great revenue and great profit. Now I have told you of this city
how it gave itself up through the trebuchets which Master Nicolau had
made and Master Mafeu and Master Marc.
Now we will leave you this matter & will tell you of a city which is called
Singiu.
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2 FA2 : BnF fr. 2810, ff. 65v.15 — 66r.6.
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FA2 146

Cy dist de la noble cite de Sayanfu.

Sayanfu est vne moult grant cite et noble, qui a toute seigneurie sur douze cites grans et riches
et sy y fait 'en grans marchandises et grans mestiers. Ilz sont ydolates et ont monnoie de
chartre et font ardoir les corps mors. Ilz sont au grant Kaan. Iz ont soie assez et font draps de
soye moult beaux. Et si ont venoison assez. Seste cite a toutes les choses que a noble cite
conuient. Et sachies qu’ elle se tint trois ans contre le grant Kaan puis que le Mangy fu rendus.
Et tousiours li faisoient, les gens du grant Kaan, grans assaulx, mais ilz ne la pouoient assegier
pour les grans eaues parfondes qui sont entour. Et vous dy que iamais ne 'eussent prise se ne
fuit vne chose que vous diray.

Sachies que quant 'ost du grant Kaan ot este entour ceste cite et ilz ne la porent prendre, si
en furent moult courroucie. Sy dist messire Nicholas Pol et messire Maffe au grant Kaan qu’
ilz feroient, se il lui plaisoit, engins par lesquelz ilz feroient tant que Ia cite se rendroit. Quant
le grant Kaan oy, si en ot moult grant ioie. Adonc firent les deux freres appareillier merrien.
Et furent faire grans perrieres et grans mangoniaus, et les firent asseoir en diuers lieux entour
Ia cite. Quant ly sires et ses barons virent ces engiens dressier et getter les pierres, si en orent
moult grant merueille, et moult voulentiers les regarderent. Car moult leur estoit estrange
chose, pour ce que oncques mais n’auoient veu ne oy parler de tielx engiens. Sy getterent cil
engine dedens la cite et abatoient les maisons a trop grant plante et tuoient gens a merueilles.
Et quant les gens de la citevirnt celle male auenture, que oncques mais n’auoient veue ne oye,
sy furent moult esbahy et auoient moult grant merueille comment ce pouoit estre. Et
cuidoienttuit ester mort par ces pierres. Et tuit vraiement cuidoient que ce fust enchantement.
Si pristrent conseil et accorderent qu’il se rendroient, et enuoierent messaiges au seigneur de
'ost, qu’ilz se vouloient render au grant Kaan, en la mainiere que les autres citez de la contree
auoiant fait. Et ainsi le firent et furent receus et tenus comme les autres citez. Et ce auint par
la grant paour des engins.

Et sachies que ceste cite et sa contree est vne des meilleurs citez que le grant Kaan ait, car il

en a moult grant rente et grant prouffit.
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3 TA!:Ms. II1V 88, ff. 55v. 8- 56r. 2.
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Saianfu ée vna gran citta et nobile, che a sotto se .xij. citta grandi et ricche. Qui si fa grandi
arti et merchatantie, et sono idoli. La moneta ¢ di charte et fanno ardere loro chorpo morto,
et sono al gran Chane. E avi molta seta et tutte le nobile chose che [a] nobile citta chonviene.
Et sappiate che questa citta si tenne tre annj, poscia che tutto il Manji fue renduto, tuttavia
istandovi I’oste; ma non vi poteua istare se nno da un lato verso tramontana, che 1I’altro si & il
lagho molto profondo. Viuanda aueano assaj per questo lagho, si cche la terra per questo
assedio mai non sarebbe perduta. Et volendosi I’oste partire chon grande ira, messer Niccholo
et messer Marcho Polo et suo fratello dissoro al gran Chane ch’aveano cho lloro huomo
ingiengnoso che farebbe tali manghani che lla terra si vincerebbe per forza. E’l gran Chane fu
molto lieto et disse che tantosto fosse fatto. Chomandaro chostoro a questo loro famigliare,
che era cristiano nestorino, che questi mangani fossono fatti. Ed egliono furono fatti et drizzati
inanzi a Sagianfu. Et furono tre e inchominciarono a gittare pietre di .ccc. libre; tutte le chase
guastauano. Questi della terra, vedendo questo pericholo, che mai veduto non niuno
manghano et questo fue il primo manghano che mai fosse veduto per niuno tartero, quelli
della terra furono a chonsiglio et rendero la terra al gran Chane, chom’erano rendute tutte
I'altre. Et questo avenne per la bonta di messer Nicholo et di messer Matteo et di messer
Marcho. Et non fu picchola chosa, ch’ella € una delle maggiore provincie ch’abbia il gran

Chane. Or lasciamo di questa provincial et diciamo di una provincial ch’a nome Sigu;j.
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4 VAS3: Padova, Ms. CM 211, ff. 52r.33 - 52v.19.
(52r)

f:—nMth‘ T cuv[’b /’w{n—/" Hla ggn:iv;;'za.:lahl'_ hore < }aE g
i

prda *’“’f"‘?tm:.-w
; ,n ----- el g k,t\;)’ CX} .‘3

] \ﬂ)anbo L’"‘" Pi /”?/‘- z‘k (‘”}L? ‘9444 czun'\ac-zl‘lr
cho ~orn nw,\ n Nnc\ /hlyz,d\,\ pY mo(
[-ré {{A- u:z:: cde ur/lo\‘\?C\ Almhnlu ?d mrrnorf ,d AN’ ?N
},A?\l laro z\c{b\ WA € agmn Jpialy VLY /N ~u,m'?u\ o Hnzl.
'11,\ AA%M (Il’\’ PM n 7,11;”1\ "\ lae (/]Mw ?r l,/\‘?rr__
hiwur‘ '\‘Dm";uu A Srores ,’M i (f,c ol Belln 4
r,:/ml*m lm;ucﬂv\ U [Efprrde LnwioncPn Sclle charh i chr i
alachdzre <ad gzom: r'én»,y of 2ne ,dmn?‘mxgm oe Mf\,r’)pftl
&uuu?f ¢ fu\A réfrwﬂ\,—z@ mezcfabonhe. ’711;/ A0 |
QMA(hA/gmrn‘pv\ ~orzfb fmrép A2 b 71/7\}7; Sc rbullu.
Ia Qowp e gnelp, ‘.’\nquw‘?? de ‘ﬂ"“ e A ofttll
Btk Koty e B il s apih R
Mtai'\\?‘w‘\"ln‘g ,p ﬁvlb UpnLo [vmv’ M/‘L de rb)t e
_ "o lhe Lc{tc Soulle c/'tzz,ho,n i LN

M%M D’Zﬂll""\ hd
? m }—uwu/\- lA"’lh\ V2 }-myu Heifio amolite

( gl

m,l r A A‘un?m’?ﬂk & ke r&nm. Dantier - &F &
oho eF w’wﬂim«?' nasalle’. 2aln (ineflin probs ¥alo
';((:'l,tg:’m/“\‘ ‘A’ZM'\ - e dmne G?W ceF dd e Fm\
a9 ﬂ'r\ ez cmclh ﬂﬂ[nw— et ¢ Mur( mc?o '\ohn 9.,,,9 2”’\

rﬁ""""f"\"’&“f ‘7“””% losno ﬂf"”d‘: Ae 2, el rz.ﬂ
'zu(b&’ '\”“\ ?"7 W PrE ’?}Wl/" b"/‘t" chonkn el huo u&\on,\
[retle-gamr— rbmomml-« Angwy bu;MM A‘\:mﬁ]u..fmh Jo
Y“’ o—zm: ek fone hze pe Gy mwwmh?ofuw_

[A{brcuﬂ A (,,ﬂ!mmu\— {ﬂ.qwcﬂn réonhﬁr ﬁn [u.g—z,'pm‘\

[,(7 hc amn7 3

5 /GZ, O mh u:“ono\ -ununfzu\. e ;
: oIV d".:)elhh\ ‘ é;‘ ens )-umak Auﬂt\m\fgﬂ\ )t hA[‘L N’l
Paugezt SRS ln?ur\ (agpal appho fuo Ib—nw—ru\_.goa
op bome gun b, um. fUrinc ang free) Snpoc hel, gomg

20



«.‘“,..

B »B.u\ m,_'m\

?a,'fl.ﬂ”\’ Zﬂ’h\ ltl,l&ﬂ(

(52v)

: r}:F(\ nﬁvn mﬂv (c‘mmq—: r/m A((ﬂléf{j% rwld\/)‘.
oo

M’?‘_m? d{ﬂ,[v dckn monhnu\ >a

ﬂﬂl( fu'/) rtrtzbu)mk bv?‘h\ deun Ausre
‘\mhm/?u\ nrmw ﬂ- he anm Reene me 1 AIﬂng rb’z\ uit\ ‘

: nf\:. Bd chmw ?e[o - 49!/1_ r/zom a2z~ ;w/tr
m.- onbc c[ﬂhm'? ‘ ’I\tw) ame gzom v —6_—:47,4" f”\
auc l\ houe m»ﬂr.z o’ t‘mlﬂt_....rﬂ-ﬁ ?}U rﬂmrb“'g
B A et alpne fffMy e 1
.,4),: hrzana f‘ﬁ‘”"" e .: ’ré‘m@—numg 'V\yz(m\/)'& <
Pm. AN mAJﬂ'l )Alcg—-ruonc.- rb!— €A~ nnh \cfbd\ ﬂ)qu\

o Qe 7<’®.1 Fu mongmry p,m?« he ?,,M@.W hage

tere de )—u«_ o ez ,&_;.- [o Hrom ,.},,,,,,.7 nhx. .
atofip /,rum)v (Mzn[mrfw AMOW I'mh 771 th\ teze. fﬂ
(ZU'!" lC(AﬂlC(; c 7_11 !/ﬂM '?C—Iﬂv'z.. fg
fﬁ"t‘( “2(‘ [l ?M"'\’( (‘)C cTome }" ﬁ‘lrmbt min\

 oegduy C(A?/u,h_ An. U rbc rwp mu:u& rm\{'\w?uh ,‘5

m»mnl\» che Aucrw np pmvz{ntcnh r&,t }Qw‘%mbﬂmﬁ,
2indeno. A r-ﬁﬁmy I-ummu\o ?‘L, :./7‘.:1 Ak ”mp,nrﬂ_?/“‘

MH\L mmu’lf\ G A _ .
Lw}’ L%H . ‘

/O Dﬂ.nbo lps3ss ,1 mhe N(I\’{,lh\ "/mc clw\ ,}ﬂﬂ
'zorbu a;wmb m«-lr\ ¢ fFruo uA ’\nu\?‘,h\ ,47¢ Ao

L ¢ m»ﬁ"_q—zfmh. ella A’ 1[; F

D S T o e g AL
)na Lo Lot """‘)“2‘“% olo d’)ﬂ,}‘,‘{fﬂ,“

L Loy Lﬁ‘: e F e o Lty

rawly £ Aguc ?‘¢ nQomat. ne Influm ne e
e name- Yﬂ'fl r"‘t"‘ bnte borte yv éQLoxe md(ﬁm‘

> . nue me. mnr‘&v wllo ~g:9

fr”b";w F;}m ?‘*‘“ﬂ:“ﬁu’""‘“ﬁ””‘ ey 2o e

e e fie s e e

fp‘ NSC K. .t e ~

~oDp? th Aﬂ" P M?m hrz:’”;u-z Emuuctin. o m,g(ﬁ;
éﬁ‘"’h— poliinde. o r g [ Lennse azon e Kegiaftm poois’

rbmﬁ\ “Vno dum cnm z{ﬂuMA ¢‘¢‘W

%@t

21



Cap. CXII [Della zita de Saianfu, ove fexe far Marco Polo i mangani.]

Versso ponente si € una prouinzia in lo Mangi, che a nome Naigui, ch’ &€ nobele e richa,
la doue se fa molti lavorieri d’oro et de seta, et &€ ne grande abondanzia de tute cose da
uiuer. [145]

E se ge truoua de la zita, la qual a soto soa signioria dodexe bone zita. Questa zita se
tene ani tre, dapoi che’l gran chaan chonquisto lo Mangi, che I'oste del Gran Chaan non
la pote asediar se non da lato de tramontana. Da tute le altre & lagi molto grandi e
profondi, si che per 'aqua la zita podeua auere vituaria. In cauo de tre ani vene messi al
gran chaan da parte del capetanio del’oste a dir chome la tera non se podeua afamar,
onde el gran chaan aue grand’ira.

FE a quelle parolle se trovo misier Nicolo e misier Mafio e io Marcho. E alora dixesemo al
gran chaan che nui faremo far mangani che trarano si gran piere che I chouignierave i
se rendesse. E feno far a do maistri de llegniame, che era nati de soa fameia et erano
christiani, tri mangani si grandi che zaschaduno trazeua piere de trexento liure. Et lo
gran chaan 1 fexe portar al’oste. Quando li trabuchi aveno trati in la zita le piere, si ferino
suxo chaxe e fexe si gran remor e si gran dano a quele chaxe, che 1li tartari che erano in
loste se ne feno grande meraveglia. E la zente della zita, che non aueua mai vezuto
somelante chossa, aueno si gran smarimento che inchontinente se rendeno al gran chaan,

temando de esser tuti morti per quela cotal maniera. [146]
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5 P: Ms. Riccardiano 983+2992, ff. 62v.b18 - 63r.22.
(62v)
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Qualiter civitas Syanfu cum machinis capta fuit. Capitulum LVII]J

Ad occidentalem plagam est regio vna in prouincia Mangy, que dicitur Nanguy, opulenta et
pulcra ualde. Vbi multi pannj fiunt de auro et serico; vbi etiam bladi et victuarium copia est.
Ibi inuenitur ciuitas Sianfu, que ciuitates .xij. sub suo dominio continet.

Annis tribus in rebellion perstitit, intra quos debellari non potuit ab exercitu tartarorum,
quando deuicta fuit prouincia Mangy. Non enim ante eam locari potuit exercitus nisi a parte
aquilonari. Nam vndique ex partibus reliquis lacune profunde erant, per quas naves ad eam
ingredi et ab ea egredi poterant et sic in uictualibus non poterat havere defectus. Quo audito,
rex Kaam turbatus est supra modum.

Contigit autem tunc tempis dominum Nicolaus, patrem meum, et dominum Matheus, fratem
eum, et me Marchus cum illis in regis curia esse. Accedentes igitur simul ad regem
obtulimosque nos facturos esse machinas optimas cum quibus ciuitas omnino caperetur. Non
enim erat vsus machinarum in regionibus illis, habebamus enim nobiscum fabros lignarios
cristianos, qui fecerunt tres machinas optimas, quarum quelibet trecentarum Ilibrarum
lapidem iacebat.

Quas navibus impositas, misit rex ad exercitum suum. Cum autem ante ciuitatem Sianfu
erecte essent, lapis primus, quem machina ad ciuitatem emisit, supra domum vnam cecidit,
ciuitatis magnaque domus [+--] confracta est. Quod videntes, tartari qui in [civitate—erant]
exercitus erant, obstupuerunt ualde. Hii uero qui in ciuitate erant nimio terrore concussi,
metuentes ne tota ciuitas destiueretur a machinis et ipsos occiderentur a tartaris aut sub

dominorum ruina perirent, statis ad magni Kaam mandata uenerunt.
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6 Z: Ms. 49.20. Zelada, ff. 39v.17 - 40r.5.
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279

Sayanfu est quedam magna ciuitas et nobilis, cuius iurisdicioni respondent duodecim
ciuitates diuites et magne. Ibi fiunt multe mercationes et artes. Gentes adorant ydola,
monetam expendunt de cartis, funerant!, comburunt et sunt sub dominio magni can. Habent
hundantiam? syrici et laborant drapos aureos et de syryco. Habent uenationes multas.
Civitas quidem predita est omnibus que pertineant ad nobilem civitatem. Et noveritis quod
civitas ista multo tempore se defendit ex quo se diderat provincia tota Manci, dum continue
coram ea magnus exercitus resideret. Sed exercitus permanere non poterat, nisi solummodo
a facie una, videlicet versus tramontanam. Nam ab omnibus aliis lateribus erant lacus
profundi et stagna, unde per acquam victuaria civitati sufficientia ferebantur, nec poterat
exercitus prohibire. Postea ultimate habuerunt ipsam ut alias civitates, etc.

(1 funera (Br) 2hlabJundantiam)

(Barbieri &9 )

Z79

PX U ZIFINIRTRERT T, FETICF OENTRERTNH D, £ OFESLCTL
EXITH, A2 IXMBBREED, MOBE&EEMHEW, BEREZHEEX, v 77X X - B OFIEFIC
bbH, MNERICHY, FEBOMEHED., RMITLIIRATIZSEDLVWHLPLHDE
2 TWD, FRBNEATH D, ZOHIE~ Ly FHFRERBERL UKL, KERT -
LEZERZAL WY E, ETBRHELEZZEEZIHELHV 2V, b o & HERKIT,
T —FHmOEVIDOFTTRIFNEHEEDL Z LIXTE o7, MOFGFHITE TRV E
BT, ZOKBIZEVHIZEENEFICHTZL SN, B INEHTZ LI X TEhroTo
NHTH5, LHLREICKES IIBOTEYRALKZNHhEEB/LE TR,

Sayanfu is a great city and noble, the jurisdiction of which covers 12 cities, rich and great.
They do there great trade and arts. The people adore the idols, expend money of paper,
hold the funerals burning the dead bodies and are subject to the great Can. They have
silks in abundance and make brocades of gold and silk. They have hunting much. The
city is plentiful of all things which pertain to a noble city. And you will notice that this
city defended itself for a very long time after all the province of Manci was
surrendered, though the great army was stationed continually above it. But the army
could not stand but only one side, that is tramontaine. For on all the other sides there
were lakes deep and swamps, by the water of which victuals were brought sufficiently
to the city, nor could the army forbid it. But at last they had it as same as other
cities, etc.
(Moule X v #:#Y)
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ZOFFHEZ, T LEBERICRIEECHKREZ I BEeABLCLE >, 25
BT 2o EATIR, L I3WMKoD 2 700374, VIZZoHKFELIZITF EFRLL
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Ko THEIEIBERVBEDLVHDICE L. NEE DR CTERNE B @R I ]
LPDREEDOH 7= L Bl E T2, Z OHADERICH LR—v 050857270,
~ A aHEDHl- AR D AL B, EER RTIREHICHEA 2,

7 R: Navigazioni e viaggi, Vol. I11, Cap. 62.

Cap. 62 Della citta di Saianfu, che fu espugnata per messer Nicolo e messer
Maffio Polo.

Saianfu € una nobile e gran citta nella provincia di Mangi, alla cui iurisdizione
rispondono dodici citta ricche e grandi. Ivi si fanno molte mercanzie e arti, e
abbruciano i loro corpi; spendono moneta di carta, e sono idolatri, sotto I'imperio
del gran Can. E hanno gran quantita di seta, e fassene de' bellissimi panni, e
similmente d'oro; hanno belle caccie, e da uccellare in gran copia. Ed € dotata di
tutte le cose che s'appartengano ad una nobil citta, la qual per la sua potenza
si tenne anni tre che non si volse rendere al gran Can, dopo ch'egli ebbe
acquistata la provincia di Mangi. E la causa era questa, che non si poteva
approssimar l'esercito alla citta se non dalla banda di tramontana, perché
dall'altre parte vi erano laghi grandissimi, d'onde si portavano alla citta
vettovaglie di continuo, né si poteva vietar: la qual cosa essendo riferita al gran
Can, ne pigliava un estremo dispiacere, che tutta la provincia di Mangi fosse
venuta alla sua obedienza e che questa sola stesse in questa ostinazione.

Il che venuto ad orecchie di messer Nicolo e di messer Maffio fratelli, che si
truovavano in corte del gran Can, andorno subito a quello e si profersero
di far fare mangani al modo di Ponente, con li quali gettariano pietre di trecento
libre che ammazzariano gli uomini e ruinariano le case. Questo ricordo piacque
al gran Can ed ebbelo molto caro, e subito ordino che li fossero dati fabri
eccellenti e maestri di legnami, de' quali n'erano alcuni cristiani nestorini,
che sapevano benissimo lavorare. Costoro in pochi giorni fabricorno tre
mangani, secondo che li detti fratelli gli ordinavano, quali furno provati
in presenza del gran Can e di tutta la corte, che li viddero tirare pietre di
29



trecento libre di peso I'una. E subito, posti in nave, furno mandati all'esercito,
dove, drizzati dinanzi la citta di Saianfu, la prima pietra che tiro il mangano
cadde con tanto fracasso sopra una casa che gran parte di quella si ruppe e
cadette a terra: la qual cosa impauri talmente tutti gli abitatori, che pareva che
le saette venissero dal cielo, che deliberorno di rendersi, e cosi, mandati
ambasciatori, si dettono con li medesimi patti e condizioni con le quali s'era
resa tutta la provincia di Mangi. Questa espedizione fatta cosi presta crebbe
la reputazione e credito a questi due fratelli veneziani appresso il gran
Can e tutta la corte. (bibliotecaitaliana.it. X v )

RII-62 #A47v7ifilconT, =202y 744 - F—0ORICL-> THEEX
Honr,

ATV 73R IVMADVIRTCKEATC, +o0BIrCRELATVEETICH S,
% DR L FLEITbIL, BiEEHEL, MobsE&E2HEv, BgEFEC, 77 v -
ANVOXEMTICH DL, MEAKBEICHY, ZheLE VSR THEES LM% FES,
e BB o i wd 5, TIREETICET 250902302 HLTw5, TDA
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Cap. 62 Of the city of Saianfu, which was taken by siege by mister Nicolo and mister
Maffio Polo.

Saianfu is a noble and great city in the province of Mangi; 12 cities, rich and great,
are under its jurisdiction. There they do many trade and arts, and burn their dead
bodies; expend money of paper, under the rule of the great Can. And they have silk
in great quantity and make very beautiful clothes of it, and also of gold. They have
fine hunting and chase enough. It has all the things provided which are proper to a
noble city. It held oneself by its power for three years, when it refused to surrender
oneself to the great Can, after that he conquered the province of Mangi. And the
reason was this, that the army could not approach to the city but on one side of
tramontaine, because there were very big lakes on the other sides, through which
victuals were imported continually, and it was impossible to prohibit it. And when
this was told to the great Can, he was taken with an extreme displeasure at it, for
although all the province of Mangi had come to his obedience this one alone stayed
in this persistence.

When this came to the ears of the brother, mister Nicolo and mister Maffio, who
were at the court of the great Can, they went immediately to him and offered to
make do mangonels in the mode of the Ponente, by which they would slow stones of
300 libras, killing the people and ruining the houses. This proposal pleased the great
Can; he took good care of it and immediately commanded to give them excellent
workers and masters of carpenter, some of which were Nestorian Christians, who
knew very well to make them. They constructed three mangonels in a few days as
the abovesaid brothers had ordered them; those were proved in the presence of the
great Can and all the court; they saw them to shot stones of 300 libras in weight per
one. And those were immediately put on boars and carried to the armies, where, put
up in front of the city of Saianfu, the first stone which the mangonel shot dropped
on a house with so great crash that the most part of it was destroyed and went down
to the earth. This frightened all the inhabitants so much as it seemed that the bolts
would come down from the heaven that they deliberated to surrender themselves;
and so by sending messengers gave themselves with the same pacts and conditions
as with which all the province of Mangi had surrendered oneself.

This contrivance so promptly made raised the reputation and credit of these two

Venetian brothers among the great Can and all the court.
(Moule X v ##Y)
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1.Andrea of San Felice

(d.gs)
3. Nicolau = (1)— =(2)Fiordalisa Trevisan = Mu{a] 4. Mafeu = Martha —
tha300 | +if1260 t bef.1300 @6) i A L
7 ) % ¢ Lo a DP (4 tuliana
\d,],z,(w‘ (p 81) t\d 1 ) & Clara
(d.1,6,28)
I 1
10. Marc = Donata Badoer 1 1. Maffeo = Caterina Sagredo [ = —] 12.Stefano=——  13. Giovannino
b. c.1253 + 1333-6 + bef.1310 (natural) (natural)
+ 1324 (d.9,29,36) (d.1,2,6) + 1331 +1318
d.1,6,18,69,&¢.) (d.2,6,14,28) d.6,12)
[ I |
19. Fiordalisa 20. Pasqua 21.lacobello 22. Isabella = ? — Dolphynelli 2 3. Andrea
(d.2) natural) b.c1312 (d.34,72) (d.48,53,63
(d-2) (d.12,55b,63)
J I |
16. Fantina = Marco Bragadin 175 Bellela = Bertuccio Quirini 18. Moreta= (1) Ranuzzo Dolfin = (2) Tomaso Gradonico
+ 1375-1380 | + May 1360-May 1361 (d.18,21,29) + bef.1375 + 1336-Sept.1337 (d.55)
d.6,18,72.74) | (d.35,64,67.69) d.18,29,55,72) (d-35,38
I I 1 I T
Lago 33 Zanini 34- Steffano = (1)Magdaluza Contareni = (2)Nicoleta 3 5. Pietro = Ruzinella  36. Nicoleto 37. Maria = Marcelk
+ bef.1375 + bef.1375 d1) (d.66) alive1403 (d.*) 1 bef.1375 alive1375
(d.72) (d.72) (d.72,*) (d.66,72) (d.55,72)
49. Marco 50. Francescho  §1I.Fam
(d.*) d}) d.74
T 1 ‘ )
.5. Cristina 4.6. Zaneta = Ruzier Corner 47 - Caterucia 4,8. Magdalucia Bilice Diiiling = Biordilic Tievian
d.76) 1 c.1461 + bef.1428 d.}) (d.} (d.2) d.2,62,30-34,38)
(d.76.86.91,93.94) (d.81,86,91) )
I 1
Marchesina = Marin Gradonico ~ Andrea( >
t 1333
[ 1 (d.30-34)
Mafeo = — 5 Iaco{bu Michal Note: ORLANDINI (Or. p.4(5)) considered that Felice was
193:94 (d-94) son of Nicolo and brother of Marcolino, butr the
evidence is inadequate. In d.2 Maffeo calls Felice
cousin (consanguinens); and Fiordalisa, who after 1310
matried Gio. Corner, calls Marcolino and Maria her
; 3 cousins (d.33, eusin, cusina;, while she is called cousin
dra - 59. Cornelia 6o. f/\IICOIO 61. Paulo consanguinea, by Moreta (d.38). The termination ino
d.o4) (d.94) d.g94) does not necessarily mean a different family, but may
have been used by some members of the family for
the sake of distinction, just as Marco(15) was called
Marcolino to distinguish him from his famous cousin
cf. d 14.

K7 F—uxZX(1) (Moule X V)
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THE

.’6. Nicoleto
+ c.Mar.1348
(d.54,57

FAMILY OF POLO OF SAN GIOVANNI GRISOSTOMO

——

(d.s0 d.57,70

+ bef.1368 d. of Beta
d.50

d.75,76.86,01

2.Marco = —
+c.1280
d.1,2,14
[ T ]
6. Nicolo = —— 7. Marotha = Castello 8. Agnesina(?) 9
+ bef.1319 d.1.6 degli Amici (d.6)
d.1,6,13,14)
15.Marco =(1)Maria = (2)Beta = (3)Beta Marcello
(Marcolino) | +hfi343  +1348-50 (d.70,71
(d.6,14,31,57,68,70 d.70,.49 d.50,57
I I T T T
Agnesima  27. Michaleto = Cristina 28. Andriolo( 3’ 29. Maffio = Cataruzia Domenego  30. Donato g1, Ginabella
d. of Beta (d.52,55,68,74 May1388 altve Nov.1428 d.57 (d.50n,57)

[ [ T |

39. Maria = (1)Gio.Bon =(2) Azo Trivixan 40. Marco = (1) — Morexini = (2) Agnesina Giustinian [ = — 4 1. Nicolo 42.Donaro 43 Franc
; (d.80 (d.87.091 + bef.May 1417 m.1408 m.bef. 1410 t bef.1410 T bef.1410 + by
d.76,86,88 d.83 d.86,88 d.76,86) d.76,86) 156

(Marieta)
alive Sept. 1457
d.75.80,87,93.04

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS

+ b. 1154 not. Odorico Bruto prot. fol. 84. 4 June 1349
* Procur. misti 152 fasc. 2. 12 June 1385

* C.L not. lac. Ziera prot. viii. 3. fol. 4. 18 May 1403

§3. Francescho
natural

(d.86

;6 . Roger

X8 FR—uzx%ZX(2) (Moule X 9)
2=nafAR (ELEFH 3 PO R —7 pola(z 7~ i T X))
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