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F156 Ci devise de la cite de Fugiu.

Or sachies que ceste cite de Fugiu est le chief dou reigne que est apelle Choncha, que e
de le une part des .viiij. de la prouence dou Mangi. Et sachies que en ceste cite se fait
gran mercandies et hi a maln]int mercaant et homes d’ars. Il sunt ydules et ! au
Grant Kan. I1 hi demorent grandisme quantite d'omes d’armes. [71r] Car sachies que
[R]il hi demorent plusor hostes dou Grant Chan, por ce que por le pais maintes foies se
reuelent cite e chastiaus. E celz de 'ost, que demorent a ceste cite, hi uont mantinant
qu’ il se reuelent e la prenent et destruent; et por cest achaisons hi demorent
plusors hostes dou Grant Kan en cest cite.

Sachies que por le mi de cest cite uait un grant flun, que bien & large un mil. Et en
ceste cite se font maintes nes, les quelz naient por cel flum. Il font ¢cuchar en si grant
abondance que nulz le poroit conter. Il hi se fait grant mercandies de perles e d’autres
pieres presiose, e ce & por ce que les nes de Yndie hi [winent] uienent maintes con maint
merchaant que usent en les ysles de Endie.

Et encore uog di que ceste uille ¢ pres au port de Caiton en la mer Osiane, et illuec
uienent maintes nes de Indie con maintes mercandies et puis de cest part[port] uienent
les nes por le gran flum, que ie uog ai dit de soure, iusque a la cite de Fugiu. Et en ceste
mainere hi uienent maintes chieres cousses de Indie. Il ont grant abondance de toutes
cousses que a cors d'omes beicogne por uiure. Il ont biaus iardinz et deletables con
maint bueng fruit. E elle & si bone cite et si bien ordree de toutes couses que ce ¢é
meruoille. Et 2 por ce ne uoc en conteron plus. Mes aleron auant et uog

conteron d’ autres couses.

1 [sunt] Bn). 2 [Autre chose n’i a que a mentovoir face] (Bn)
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Here he tells of the city of Fugiu.
Now you may know that this city of Fugiu is the head of the kingdom which is called
Choncha, which is one part of the nine of the province of Mangi. And you may know
that great trade is done in the city and there are many merchants and craftsmen.
They are idolaters and subject to the great Kaan. A very great number of armed men
stay there for you may know that many armies of the great Kaan stay there, because
throughout the country cities and villages often rebel. And those of the army who stay
in this city go there as soon as they rebel and take and destroy it. And for this
reason many armies of the great Kaan stay there in this city.
And you may know that a great river which is quite a mile wide goes through the
middle of this city. And in this city are made many ships which sail on that river. They
make sugar in so great abundance that no one could tell it. Great trade in pearls and
in other precious stones is done there, and this is because the ships from Indie come
there in numbers with many merchants who frequent the islands of Indie.
And again I tell you that this town is near the port of Caiton in the Ocean sea, and
many ships come there from Indie with many goods. And then from this side come the
ships by the great river of which I have told you above, as far as to the city of Fugiu.
And in this way many dear things come there from Indie. They have great abundance
of all things which are necessary to the body of man for life. They have beautiful
gardens and delectable with many good fruits. It is so good a city and so well ordered
in all things that it is a marvel. And so we will not tell you more of it but will go
forward and will tell you of other things.

[Moule & Y]
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Ci dit le VII xx et XV capitre de la noble cite de Fuguy que est chief du royaume de
Fuguy.

Or sachies que ceste cite de Fuguy est le chief du regne de Fuguy, ce est de ce
royaume; et est appellez ce royaume Choncha, qui est aussi de .ix. 'une des parties de
la prouence du Mangy. En ceste cite se font grans marchandises et grans ars; et sont
ydres et sont au Grant Caan. Et si y demeure grant quantite de genz d’armes qui sont
du seigneur, pour ce que li royaume soit bien gardes, et d’autre part que aucune
fois se reuele citez ou chastiaux, si que les gens d’armes y uont tout maintenant et les
deffendent et les destruient tous.

Et sachiez que par mi ceste cite va .1. grant flun qui est bien larges vnne mille. Il se
fait en ceste cite grant quantite de sucre. Et si si fait grant marchandises de
pelles[perles] et de pierres, pour ce que maintez nez d’Yndes y vinent a tout moult
granz marchandises et moult chieres. Car cest cite est prez du port de Caton, que est
en la mer Occenou, et du port au flun qui vient indies a la cite, par la ou viennent les
nez qui viennent des isles d’Ynde. Il ont des iardins moult biaux et moult delitables. Et
si est moult bonne cite et moult bien ordenee, et y a de tous viures moult grant
habondauce et autre chose. Ma qui face araln’i a a] menteuoir. Si nous en uons auant

pour vous conter des autres choses.

HIS56EF 774 —FEOEHNTH B IR%E7 7 4 —THICD W T~ 5

ITCIHELHV 2w, Co7 74 —HE774—EH, 2V ZoFEEDOENTH S5, 1
Fa v AEEEIFEFN, LRV IHTDOIODE DD TH B, TOHTIIRE S
TEPELCEZ b, KO IIMBEREFEC. 77V - AT VvoTEdd, 221K, B
FOPMCH LB LEFHAL T2, ZRREEBLSFONE X5ICTE20TH
D, T HTRTCHEIMELRK L 72200 T, ZORIFEENTCZCiCifT>C#
2TV ETHIELZY T 5,

TRCHELHV L, COTOEAFEERIC T A4 LORABHENT WD, ZOH TR
KEBEOWHLEONS, £72. BRPLEODOHTHEAICITbRS, ZOHIZIAEICH S
ALy [FA L] oFcal, 20oELS D) EIES>T, f YV FDELZ LR -
T2E25DZDifink, AVFADBRRoTL 22 0THD, &ThMETHRVERER
Hb, LTHRVELLTH I ESLHT, A Zotob DB KEICHZ, L2L
MR EIF LAV, T, BlICEAT, Aoz & %2552 9,

2R LTI FORERRTH B, EiELIZE 2T, BYIOIIRZENEICR > T
5L, EDOFA P vOELLIHBWICHETTHICY > T34 v T 4 TOMDZ &b, Rl

9



DB Y L EEPEN A, B 3L BENIEI bDTH B, HobdiF [E%5F
2720 LOEBEAIIFIChr o0, BoMRKIcd 12, #5720 13, FIGRELL )
HizZEWw GRL) 20| 250wz 7-b 0 (BE07-0 FA2%2%1F3),

4 FA?: BNF fr. 2810, ff. 70r.33 — 70v.6.

10



3 TA!:BNCF Ms. II 1V 88, . 60v.9 — 24.

‘»QMV\O OWWWA U YO ,‘RN . M ’

4 Wgoi\m Wﬁ{\’}m %ﬁm@(’:‘kﬁ%ﬁ :
AR g cioma—?v‘ur&f ﬁ‘@\ o l'wv-q,wr_.

note- @ \eno Do ov\ar'f'fv. oo X'Mv-%m riv”\mo-‘fsmt, :

Ygromreamer— “‘“*‘M*]‘; oon cgorher o) ovne '—*v»»»vg&”-&mr

Nenyar N e frvto—

£ owl M:lo\’ L’"‘*"" mg\i‘gfvm vj;» elbwrm %{pr\- Yoo

B~ wg?wflﬁ;ﬁ”’ J;M , |

- Feokles yuao = or-h Taner Tl moneis csmv. P \
(Il . %W% cvhrvm ’\i"ﬁ e m’]‘g_’h imm :
M.‘ i P

Nmem“&u ° ay_]'\o«m ot e k?ov’\ur b

g £
[

B gt Ky
v, RN

1 » ‘-. WEEP‘Q”O ; l ‘L
t «*PWJ*? ?mﬁvv@
éﬁ) a,zq,fm-'\ ‘B’Omhr '\ N S

11



Della citta chiamata Fugnj.

Sappiate che questa citta di Fugnj et[¢] chapo de rengnio di Cancha, ch’¢ delle nove parti
I'una delli Mangi. In questa citta si fa grande merchatantia et d’arti. Et sono ydoli, et sono al
Gran Chane. E il Gran Chane vi tiene grande oste per lle citta et per lle castella, che spesso
vi si rubellano, sicche inchontanente vi chorrono et pigliale e guastalle.

Et per llo mezzo di questa citta vae vn fiume largho bene vn miglio. Qui si fanno molte navi,
che vanno su per quel fiume. Qui si fa molto zucchero. Qui si fa grande merchatantia di
pietre preziose et di perle, et portale i merchatanti che vi vienghono d’India. Et questa
terra ¢ presso al porto di Chatan nel mare Occeano. Molte chare chose vi sono rechate
d’India. Egli anno ben da vivere di tutte chose, e anno molti giardinj chon molti fruttj. Et
d’¢[Ed ¢] si bene ordinata ch’¢ maraviglia. Percio non ve ne chontero piu, ma conterovi

d’altre chose.
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Quando 'omo se parte da Unque, el va zinque meglia e truova la zita de Furgu; ed ¢ cho
del regniame de Choncha, ch’@ I'uno de nuove regniami de Mangi. In questa zita
demora grande oste del Gran Chaan per guardia della contra, e quando alchuna zita
se volesse revellar, quella zente chore 1a e fano zio che bixognia a chonservamento
della signioria del Gran Chaan. Per mezo questa zita va uno fiume ch’e largo mezo
meiaro, e [in] questa zita se fa molte nave per navegar per questo fiume. Nase 'nde
zucharo in grande abondanzia. E grande merchadantie de perlle e piere prezioxe, le
qual se portano d’India. E questa ¢ apresso el mar Ozian et éne gran abondanzia de

chosse da viver.
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BRI 7225, BAVSER IS, [ZollgosFi#ED-0] (X, FB &dH > 7=, fLtid,
(7T v« T vORBOMRFICLERZ 2T 5] 13, FIzh RELL 28 2%
W] Z2E VWX DD THA I, FOF WIS E DI EEN THMZ 72D 5,
JIME X T~ A v IR L7z, 1A RELONEDL>T2DTHSL S, TADEFE
2, BERNILTOABICNAT L2 L33, XHFBAD TX 2720 FFENICEE#Z X
FLLTWBDICH LT, VA DEFABRKICEVIRZREZTMALAD 5, RmEIZ. I
DI ERERINT=0, [ (h) 3AYT7 vl (ki) oxiFicds] &, @AY
BRINCAEL T LE o7k, bold, ZOHHBHFICHMLTIELWVWDTH 325,
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5 P : BRF Ms. Riccardiano 983+2992, f. 68v,b5 — 29.
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Progrediendo uero vlterius ad miliaria .xv. inuenitur ciuitas Fugiu, que caput est in regno
Concha, quod est de novem regnis Mangy. In hac urbe moratur exercitus Magni Kaam pro
custodia patrie ut statim cur[r]ere sit paratus, si ciuitas aliqua presumeret rebellare.
Per huibus ciuitatis medium transit fluuius qui miliare unum in latitudine habet. In ciuitate
naues multe fiunt, que per hunc fluuinum nauigant. Ibi est ¢ingimber in copia maxima.
Prepara[n]tur negotiationes et ibi maxime sunt de margaritis et lapidibus pretiosis que de
India deferuntur. Est autem ciuitas vicina mari Occeano, et omnium victuarium copiam

habet, etcetra.

[EoEHDo7zo] i, FB- VAIKFIL, KEICEEINZ DI, ko (W) <k
L THEZE] Khotz, $/222TH, (7Y ) HIFREIGEN] ER>TW03E DR,
P DJEAD VA THo72720, LAL, JIEEZ M ~A40] &HBZ L3, REYEXR
BFHVZEVAD IV HEWEATIEZD L5 1CH 0 Fef VIcEEZ -0 12RO FEFE
ThHsZlimrd (VAR 7 HEAKIL 1445 1F), BE0 (54 ] 13, FRELvE XX
TR, ZofA PV vy AT 4 T—FAK FRAGTEL) OEFEDLDTHS D

(ZEECILET S - TATREAPR.RET L), R, ZTIEARLS REkICHD

6 P22 : Modena, Bibl. Estense, Codice Estense, lat. 131, f.30r. (‘B g6%&64y)

niat: qfO¢regno Fugtu Jdvwg, %y oudoni iopd magna 150 oo

Rofcedtaoni® dugn, ﬁ:smwm{vammagr
ﬁz’f’ Teror€ & adrognn fis _ Mnulett\. —
1A, i ““'&”’ W&h“oy,‘ f'*? vl:f;"'ﬁ' &f“g“lﬁ‘?tﬁdﬁfdﬂﬁ‘ J
O3 ¢ ,‘emd% F13C ut'aévﬂ:x ;: h&m&u.maé’ammﬁ
atites milte qefhn S Flbr et ' g;mqmpz’ Trogmo conen. 47¢
g ““m?w coptd.A1b1 Gir uena 1l denoud wegms mag.Ynlue
s magrie befhiay & nslnerd. sl FIOLGE TG AT A
fcones plin b f 5}'51"1 i g kaam. ‘ymﬁvm pzwm"
muy Veo PG Ay site R, peats cusrie xﬁn”f*ptﬁ:& it fcuntng
ety ety e HIUS 1ETIE, mﬂummmuam¢ﬁh csts
1% corplliss B hute lwv.lziw medi trafiefun mﬂﬁmma”

16



6 R : Navigazioni e Viaggi, Vol. 11, Cap. 78.

Della citta di Cangiu.
Cap. 78.

Passando avanti per miglia quindeci si truova la citta di Can-
giu, la qual ¢ del reame di Concha, ch’® uno delli nove reami di
Mangi. In questa citta dimora grande esercito del gran Can, per
guardar quel paese e per esser sempre apparecchiato se alcuna cit-
ta volesse ribellarsi. Passa per mezo di questa citta un fiume ' che
ha di larghezza un miglio, sopra le rive del quale, da un canto e
dall’altro, vi sono bellissimi casamenti, e vi stanno di continuo
assai navi che vanno per questo fiume con mercanzie, e massime
di zucchero, che ne fanno in grandissima copia. Vi capitano a que-
sta citta molte navi d’India, dove sono mercanti con gran quanti-
ta di gioie e perle, delle qual fanno grosso guadagno. Questo fiu-
me mette capo non molto lontano dal porto detto Zaitum, ch’e
sopra il mare Oceano; e quivi le navi d’India entrano nel fiume e
se ne vengono su per quello fino alla detta citta, la qual & abondan-
tissima di tutte le sorti di vittuarie, e di dilettevoli giardini e per-
fettissimi frutti.

(Ed. Milanesi, vol.III, p.247)
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7 Z : Toledo, Ms. 49. 20 Zelada, ff. 48v.17-51r.21.
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[1]ff 48v.17 —49r.9.

Noveritis igitur quod civitas Fugiu est capud regni quod nominatur Choncha, quod est
pars nona provincie Mangi, in ista quidem civitate multi sunt mercatores et artifices.
Et omnes de ista civitate adorant ydolla et sunt sub dominio Magni Can. Ibi manent
homines quam plures pro armis: nam ibi permanent quam plures exercitus Magni Can,
quia multe civitates et castra quam pluries rebelant. Quia, ut alias dictum est, non
curant de morte: nam in alio mundo credunt vivere honorate; et etiam quia
gentes iste habitant in locis fortibus intra montes; et quandocumque ebrientur
[49r] et contra eorum rectores conturbentur, ipsos interficiunt.

Item ab una parte istius civitatis quoddam magnum flumen transit, quod est bene
largum per unum miliare; et in eo habet civitas multas naves que per flumen istum
navigant. Item supra flumen istud est quidam pons valde pulcer super magnos
burchos; et dicti burchi cum fortibus anchoris retinentur, et super ipsos fixi
sunt asseres magni et fortes. Item faciunt zucarum un tanta quantitate quod dici

non posset. Fiunt etiam ibi mercimonia multa de perulis et aliis lapidibus precioses.

7Vatid~vv VT ONBEHOE Y THLZavhEMENIEOHTDH S
TERIHELD D 720, TITEFHAPIMALZS EAVE, ZOTHOD DIXEMEREED,
RIRXRAAVOMETICH D, BEBSEEFEHLCwE, 2Fh, I/ XRA - HVOHE
Bl TABERLTWE, L OHCHTTSHEEICRILT 220ThH 3, Hloe 3T
oL, EORFEERICLDT, DOETENHLAEZLELTVWEILLTH
%, ¥72. ZOANLXFIUFORELMICEATHE2LTH S, o1 HE L THIAEC
WL, ZOFICENEZRT,
HO—FE2KUBHRNTEY, H-~ALddb, TTRZONEHEERKTIMELEEL
Tw3, 20Jllic, RELBOEict THRBLRED 5, 2 DRIZERE LR TERNT
WT, ZOLEICKELHORBEEEINT VWS, 592D TEARVIIEREBOMWIEZE
5, £7z. HERZOMELORTEBEAIIT I,

Of the city of Cangiu.

Going forward for fifteen miles, one finds the city of Cangiu, which is of the
kingdom of Concha, which is the neigth kingdoms of Mangi. In this city stays the
great army of the great Can to guard that country and to be always prepared if
any city would rebel. A river, which is one mile wide, goes through the middle of this
city, upon the bank of which from one side to the other are very beautiful
buildings, and there stay continually very many ships which go on this river with

merchandises, especially of sugar, which they produce in very great abundance.
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There come to this city many ships from India, on which are merchants with great
quantity of jewels and pearls, of which they get great gain. This river has its
mouth not so far from the port called Zaitum, which is on the Ocean See; and there
the ships from India enter in the river and go on it until to the said city, which is

very abundant in all sorts of foods and in delightful gardens and quite perfect fruits.

(Moule X v)

RYIOMTOFHD L AT, T TICTF - HIKREREALY Z _OF>, —DI, F fthit
COHIRICIE T T v - AV OFIRICN T A RED D B & v ) fefiE T o208, 2 2Tl
ZOHHDOMARD 5, HrRIC DN L, INThORERIICFEATHEZ L, &b
DHEMPOLBH>THEP L BRVR B2 OLIMAS I LEDARAEETIE AV, ) —DIF,
JINCHpE~, Z0 FICBREZKEZEL CTEE LTwb 2 LT, HERMIL (LiE) %A
TALEL L FEEAZ 5 LTI Tz mxa b d, Z5 LGERIE»ICH 2 ETAH -
THAHIH, FRc ZiCid I Nzoid, JIEICHES Zob R Ic$iz T 7-0Th b
5, ZOEENNPHBICKRELBKREZINNTWSE Z &L, KECEBED L 2 ATHRE,

ZDJNCEDD->TH I —2, NIVHHRFECEHDLLIEL VXD S, )X, F Zofthse
TTl ;’ﬁ@ [BEAT] Z2HEN30ICH LT, 22Tk [—F] 2fins, BB 7=2

 ELiEm ot o, —o (i) 132 otk e Y] o T 2 mdbic sy
b, b o—2 (Fi) ZFomMlEK3 X9 iciHin, L CEHETHEAR L Ci#iciE
¢ (¥ 2-3), LizdoT, [BEAH] T [—F] THREEE-S> TEwirn, KWt d <,
RWIHHELEY S 5,

[2]£f. 49r.9 — 50r.9.

In contrata ista multi inveniuntur leones qui ingenio capiuntur, vidlicet quod,
in locis ydoneis ad hoc, fiunt due foveemultum profonde, una iuxta aliam.
Verum est quod inter utramque relictum est de terra forte per unum brachium
ampla; et ab utroque latere fovearum facta est sepes alta, sed a capitibus
nichil. Et in nocte, ille cuius erunt fovee ligabit catulum unum supra ter[rJam
que est in medio, et ibi eum relinquens, recedet. Tunc canis, sic ligatus, a
patrono relictus, non cessabit clamare; qui canis erit albus. Et leo,
quantumcumque longincus abinde, audiens vocem canis, cum multo furore
curet ad ipsum; et cum eum vedebit albere, volens festinanter salire ad ipsum
capiendum, in fovea cadet. In mane veniet patronus fovearum et leonem

mactabit in foveis. Tunc comedentur carne, quia bone sunt, et pelis vendetur:
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nam peles sunt multum care. Et si volet ipsum vivum habere, bene cum suis
ingeniis extrahet ipsum vivum.
Ittem inveniuntur in contrata illa quedam animalia vocata ‘papiones’ ; qui

‘papiones’ quasi vulpibus similantur. Ipsi quidem corodunt et dampnificant
multum canas ¢ucarum producentes. Et quando mercatores, cum caravanis
[49v] transeuntes per contratam, in aliquo loco sistunt causa quiescendi et
dormiendi, de nocte, isti ‘papiones’ ad ipsos veniunt celate, et quicquid
possunt furari, furantur et auferunt, eis inferentes multum dapnum. Sed ipsi
eos capiunt per hunc modum. Habent enim cucurbitas magnas quas trucidant
in goco superiori, facientes introitum oris largum ad extimationem quod unus
es ‘papiones’ possit capud imponere violenter. Et ne os cucurbite ex
impresione violenta capitis ‘papiones’ frangatur, ipsum os circumcirca
perforant, posmodum corda[m] unam pre foramina illa circum texentes. Quo
facto, ipsi imponunt dictis cucurbitis aliquatulum alcuius pinguedinis, iuxta
fundum; et tunc circum caravanam, aliquanturum remote, multas ex ipsis in
pluribus locis ponunt. Et cum ‘papiones’ ad varavanam veniunt causa aliquid
auferendi, odorem sentientes pinguedinis in cucurbitis existentis, ad ipsas
accedunt, et capita volentes imponere, nonvalent. Sed propter gulositatem
cibi intus existentis, prementes violenter, capud intrare compelunt. Tunc, non
valentes extrahere, cucurbitas elevant, quia leves, et secum portant. Et tunc
nesciunt quo vadent, et mercatores ipsas capiunt sicut volent, Carnes sunt
optime ad edendum et peles multum care venduntur. Ittem in contrata ista tam
magnis nascuntur anseres quod bene viginti quatuor librarum est pondus
unius; qui magnum habent gocum sub gula, et sicut unum tuber super rostrum,
iuxtra nares, veluti cignus habet, sed habent multo maius quam cigni.
Ista quoque civitas Fugiu est prope portum Caytun per sex dietas. Et iste portus
Zaytun est in Mari Occeano; [50r] et illuc multe naves de India veniunt cum
mercimoniis multis, et abinde veniunt naves usque ad civitatem Fugiu per magnum
flumen superius nominatum. Et per hunc modum multe preciose res de India veniunt
ad hunc civitatem. Habent insuper habundantiam omnium que sint humano corpori
oportuna. Habent etiam viridaria pulcra et delectabilia, omnium bonorum fructuum
copiosa. Ipsa est tam bona civitas et tam bene ordinata quod dici non posset. Et hoc
pateat de ipsa.

(Barbieri X v)
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In this country many lions are found, which are caught with a trap; namely,
that in places suitable for this two very deep pits are made one beside the
other. It is true that between either some ground is left perhaps for the width

of one ell; and on either side of the pits a high hedge is made, but nothing at
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the ends. And at night the owner of the pits will tie a little dog on the ground
which is in the middle and leaving him there will go away. Then the dog tied
like this, when it is left by the master will not cease to bark; and the dog shall
be white. And the lion hearing from whatever distance thence the voice of the
dog will run to him with much fury, and when he shall see him gleaming white,
wishing to leap hastily to catch him, will fall in the pits. In the morning the
master of the pits will come and will kill the lion in the pits. Then the flesh will
be eaten up because it is good, and the skin wll be sold, for they are very dear.
And if he shall wish to have him alive, he will draw him out well with his tackle
alive.

There are also found in that district certain animals called papiones, which
papiones are something like foxes. They indeed gnaw and do much farm to the
canes which produce sugar. And when merchants passing through the district
with caravans stop in any place for the sake of resting and sleeping by night,
these papiones come to them secretly and whatever they are able to steal and
carry off, bringing much loss upon them. But they catch them in this way. For
they have great gourds, which they cut in the knob at the top, making a mouth
for entry of a width calculated so that one of the papiones can put its head in
with forth. And that the mouth of the gourd may not be broken by the violent
impress of the head of the papiones, they bore round about the mouth,
weaving a string round afterwards through those holes. And this done they
put a little of some fat in the said gourds near the bottom, and then they put
many of them in various places round the caravan a little way off. And when
the papiones come to the caravan to take something away, they perceive the
smell of the fat which is in the gourds and go up to them, and wishing to put
their heads in, cannot. But pressing violently from greed for the food which is
inside they force the head to enter. Then being unable to draw it out, they lift
and carry with them the gourds because they are light; and then they do not
know where to go, and the merchants catch them as they please. The flesh is
very good to eat, and the skin are sold very dearly. In this district too are bred
geese so large that quite twenty-four pounds is the weight of one; and they
have a great goitre under the throat, and as it were a lump above the beak
next to the nostrils, as a swan has, but they have it much larger than swans.
The city of Fugiu is near the port of Caytun for six days. And this port of Zaytun is in
the Ocean sea, and there come many ships of India with many merchandises. And from

there the ships come up to the city of Fugiu through the abovementioned great river. And
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in this mode many precious goods of India come to this city. Moreover they have in
abundance all that are good for human body. They have also a lot of beautiful and
delectable gardens with all good fruits. It is so good a city and so well ordered that no one
could tell. And it will be clear of this city.

(Moule X v)
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[ 31£f. 50r9 - 51r.21.

Dicemus unum quod dominus Marcus retulit, quod est ydoneum narare.

Cum vero dominus Mapheus, patruus domini Marci Paulo, et ipse dominus
Marcus esent in dicta civitate Fugiu, et in eorum societate quidam sapiens
saracenus, et ille dixit eisdem: <<In tali loco est quedam maneries gentis,
cuius leges nemo cognoscit. Nam idolatria non est, quia ydola non retinent;
non adorant ignem; non profite[n]Jtur Macometum; nec etian habere videtur
ordinem christianum. Plac[e]at vobis ut eamus ad eos et locui cum eis. Forte
de eorum esse aliquid cognoscetis>>. Adiverunt illuc et inceperunt loqui cum
eis, et ipsos examinare, et inquirere de esse et legem eorum. Illi vero
videbantur quasi timere ne ipsos examinarent propter auferendam eis legem
eorum. Et tunc dicti domini Mapheus et Marcus, perpendentes quod ipsi
timebant, ceperunt ipsos ortari et dicere: << Ne timeatis, quia huc non
venimus pro aliquo detrimento vestri, sed solummodo pro bono et augumento
vestri status>>. Timebant itaque ne fuissent per Magnum Dominum delegati
ad hunc examinationem faciendam [50v] et exinde possent consequi
deterimentum. Sed tantum frequentaverunt locum illum, de die in diem, domini
Mapheus et Marchus, se domesticantes cum eis et de eorum negotiis
inquirentes, quod invenerunt eos churistiana[m] legem tenere. Nam ipsi
habebant libros; et ipsi domini Mapheus et Marchus, legentes in ipsis,
inceperunt scripturam interpretari et trastalatari de verbo ad verbum et
lingua in linguam, ita quod invenerunt esse verba Psalterii. Tunc
interogaverunt eos unde legem et ordinem illum haberent. Qui respondentes
dixerunt: << Ab antecesoribus nostris>>. Habebant itaque in quodam eorum
templo, depictas, ymagines tres, qui tres apostoli fuerant ex septuaginta qui
pe mundum iverunt predicando, et illos dicebant antecesores suos in illa lege
antiquitus informasse, et quod iam per anos septingentos apud eos erat fides
illa servata. Sed multo tempore sine doctrina fuerunt, quare principalia
ignorabant. << Tamen istud tenemus a predecessoribus nostris, videlicet
quod, secundum lbros nostros, celebramus et reverentiam facimus istis tribus,
scilicet apostolis>>. Tunc dixerunt dominus Mapheus et Marchus: << Vos
estis christiani, et nos sumus similiter christiani. Consulimus vobis ut ad
Magnum Can mitatis et exponatis ei conditionem vestram, ut ipse cognoscat
vos, et vos positis legem et ordinem vestrum libere retinere>>.

Nam, propter ydolatros, non bene audebant eorum legem palam exprimere nec

tenere. Miserunt itaque, duos ex eis ad Magnum Can; et domini Mapheus et
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Marchus [51r] ipsos instruxerunt quod se prius presentare[n]t cuidam qui
capud erat christianorum in curia Magni Can, ut eorum esse, coram Domini
presentia, declararet. Et ipsi nuncii sic fecerunt. Sed quid? Coram Magno Can
fuit ille qui capud erat christianorum, istos denuncians esse christianos, et
quod debea[n]t pro christianis in suo dominio confirmari. Et hoc intelligens,
qui erat capud ydola adorantium ex adverso movit questionem, dicens quod
hoc non debebat esse: nam supradicti erant ydolatri, et fuerunt semper, et pro
ydolatris habebantur. Et sic coram Domino super hoc questio magna fuit.
Finaliter Dominus, yratus, faciens omnes abire, ad se iusit nuncios venire, eos
interogans utrum christiani esse vellent ver ydolatri; qui responderunt quod,
si sibi placeret et contra magnificenciam eius non esset, volebant christiani
esse, sicut sui fuera[n]t predecerores. Tunc Magnus Can precepit eis fieri
privilegia: qualiter pro christianis debeant appellari et christianitatis valeant
normam [retinere] quicumque sub ista regula continentur. Nam inventum fuit
quod, per provinciam Mangi hic et illic, erant familie plures septingentis
milibus que regulam huiusmodi sectabantur.
(Barbieri £ b)
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We will say one thing which Master Marc recounted, which is fitting to
tell.

When indeed Master Mafeu, uncle of Master Marc Pol, and Master Marc
himself were in the said city of Fugiu, and in their company a certain wise
Saracen. And he said to the same, In such a place is a certain manner of
people whose religion no one understands. For it is not idolatry because
they keep no idols, they do not worship fire; it does not profess Mahomet;

nor also does it seem to have the Christian rule. May it please you that we
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go to them and to speak with them; perhaps you will learn something about
their life. They went there and began to speak with them and to examine
them and to inquire about their life and religion. But they seemed as it
were to fear that they were examining them with a view to taking away
religion from them. And then the said Master Mafeu and Master Marc,
observing that they were afraid, began to cheer them and to say, Do not be
afraid, for we did not come here for your harm at all but only for good and
the improvement of your condition. For they were afraid that they might
have been deputed by the great lord to make this examination, and that
they might get some harm from it. But Master Mafeu and Master Marc
frequented that place so much from day to day, making themselves at
home with them and asking about their business, that they found that they
held the Christian religion. For they had books, and these Master Mafeu
and Marc reading in them began to interpret the writing and to translate
from word to word and from tongue to tongue, so that they found it to be
the words of the Plaster. Then they asked them whence they had that
religion and rule. And they answered and said, From our ancestors. And
thus they had in a certain temple of theirs three figures painted, who had
been three apostles of the seventy who had gone preaching through the
world; and they said that those had taught their ancestors in that religion
long ago, and that that faith had already been preserved among them for
seven hundred years; but for a long time they had been without teaching
and so were ignorant of the chief things. Yet we hold this from our
predecessors, namely that according to our books we celebrate and do
reverence to these three, namely the apostles.

Then master Mafeu and Master Marc said, You are Christians and we are
likewise Christians,. We advise you to send to the Great Kaan and explain
to him your state, that he may come to know you and you may be able
freely to keep your religion and rule. For because of the idolaters they did
not well dare to express or to hold their religion openly. And so they send
two of them to the Great Kaan; Master Mafeu and Marc instructed them
that they should present themselves first to a certain man who was head
of the Christians at the court of the Great Kaan, that he might declare
their case in the presence of the lord. And the messengers did so. But
what? He who was head of the worshippers of the idols, perceiving this,

raised a question on the opposite side, saying that this ought not to be, for
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the aforesaid were idolaters and have always been and were reckond as
idolaters. And thus there was a great argument over this in the presence
of the lord. Finally the lord being angry, making all go away, ordered the
messengers to come to him, asking them whether they wished to be
Christians or idolaters; who answered that if it should please him and were
not contrary to his majesty they wished to be Christians as their
predecessors had been. Then the Great Kaan ordered privileges to be
made for them, how they must be addressed as Christians and may be able
[to keep] the law of Christianity, all who are included under this rule. For
it was found that through the province of Mangi, here and there were more

than seven hundred thousand families who were following this rule.
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